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the evolution and progress of Rumania, of the social and moral condition of her people ; while the Princess's talk was of her friends, of sport, of the trouble she had had to " modernize " the Court a little.
The two women represented opposite poles of feminine interest, yet I suppose no two sovereigns ever were more beautiful and more fascinating, each in her own way. And the greatest affection existed between them. Queen Carmen Sylva spoke with evident pride of the Princess, though smilingly shaking her head over her partiality for riding out alone, and for roller-skating in the great covered hall where all Society on wintry afternoons collected to indulge in this favourite sport.
The Crown Princess honoured us several times by coming to the Legation. On the first occasion, when she and the Crown Prince dined with us, she came resplendent in jewels and wearing a most lovely gown. "See/* she said, as I advanced to receive her in the hall, " I have made myself as beautiful as I could to come to England to-night. I consider this Legation a bit of my own dear country."
Queen Marie has remained essentially British,1 although since the accession of her husband she has identified herself completely with Rumania, especially during the war. But one cannot help feeling that she must have had something of an apprenticeship to go through, being taken as a beautiful young girl of seventeen straight from the breadth and education of an English home to the trammels of a foreign, and what was, at that time, of course, a German, Court.
1 She was Princess Marie of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, daughter of the Duke of Edinburgh.                     .BUCHAREST                       227
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